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My Honoured FATHER, 


Mr. JOHN MYONNET. 


Honoured S I R, 


T rhe Deſt ſire of ſeveral Gentle- 
nen, I have Tal 'd this Dif 
VAS courſe, and do now moſt % humbly 


preſent it to Tou. The Occaſion of tt ts 


mournſul and affecting; the Loſs of a moſt 
valuable Relative: 55 ut it is the Lord's 
doing, and we muſt lay our Hand upon 
our Mouth: As he gives, ſo he takes a- 
Way at his Plea ſure, and there is uo dif- 


puting againſt him. 


Humane Nature indeed is apt to riſe 4. 


gainſt ſuch Diſpenſations of Providence, 


and to break forth into unſeemly Com- 
plants : but if we call in our Reaſon 
and our Religion to aſſiſt us, theſe will 
reſtrain the ſwelling Paſſion, and ſpeak 
Peace to our troubled Minde; Theſe will 
teach us, that tho we cannot always dif- 
cern the Reaſons of God's Actions, there 
is nevertheleſs a Mixture of Wiſdom and 

42 Good- 


eo 


the ſincere Prayer of 


The Dedication, 
Goodneſs in all of them : For he dothi 
not affli& willingly, nor grieve the Chil- 
dren of Men; and he is faithful who 


hath promiſed, that all things ſhall work 


together for good to them that love 
him. _ 285 5 


That God <would ſanitify our preſent 


Aflittion, and canſe it to produce in 1 


the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs : 
That he would long continue you, as you 
have hitherto been, a Bleſſing to your 
Family : That as he hath been the Guide 
and Counſellor of your Touth, he would 


likewiſe be the Stay and Support of your 


advancing Tears Aud that when. he 


Jhall have ſatisfy d you with long Life, 


he would crown you with Salvation; Is 


f 92 * 
110 


Your moſt Dutiful Son, 


Es 
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RE v. XIV. 13. 


And I heard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed 
are the Dead which die m the 
Lord, from henceforth , Tea, ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may reſt from 
their Labours; and their Works 
do follow them. 


ee made choice of theſeW ords 
for the Subject of our preſent 
1 1 Meditations, as ſuitable to that 
ad Providence which hath 
brought me hither : It is but a 

few Days ſince I attended a much honour'd 
and dear Parent to her Grave,: It is a hard 
Task that is aſſign'd me, to ſpeak upon this 
ſorrowful Occaſion ; but I expect my Sup- 
port from Heaven, from whence the Voice 
B came 


— 
- 


; 


|; | 
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i came which pronounc'd our Text: Aud I 
heard a Voice from Heaven, &c. 
| Theſe Words, in their primary Intention, 
were ſpoken for the Conſolation of the 
If Church under the Perſecution of Antichriſt, 
for their faithful adherence to the Lamb : 
| And fo they refer to the noble Army of 
| Martyrs, who have reſiſted unto Blood, 
| and ſuffer'd Death for the Name and Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt. But I ſhall take the Li- 
| berty to conſider them in a more general 
Way; and ſo they contain a Declaration of 
I! the happy Eſtate of all good Men after 
Death, as well Saints. as Martyrs : for 
precious in the Sight of the Lord is the 
Jl Death of his Saints ; and, Bleſſed are the 
| = Dead which die in the Lord, &c. Theſe 
| Words are introduced with great Solemnity, 
1 to raiſe our Attention, and to ſhew the Im- 
portance of the Meſſage contain d in em. 
| 1 heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto 
ll | me, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead which 
die in the Lord, from henceforth; And 
| that we might not doubt of the Truth of 
| this Relation, it is confirm'd to us by the 
| unerring Teſtimony of the Spirit of Truth, 
| Zea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
| from their Labours ; and their Works do 
| follow them. | 
i In the handling of this Subject I ſhall ob- 
| - | 
| 
| 


7 

A 

A. 
* 


ſerve the following Method. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Tſhall ſhew what it is to die in 
the Lord. 

Secondly, W herein the Bleſſedneſs of 
ſuch as die in the Lord doth conſiſt: the 
Text tells us, That they reſt from their 
Labours ; and their Works do follow 
them. | 

Thirdly, When it is this Bleſſedneſs is 
ro commence : Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the Lord, from henceforth : 

That is, immediately after death. 

Fourthly, I ſhall apply the whole in a 

few Inferences. Ay, - 


x 


Firſt, I ſhall ſhew what it is to die iu th 
Lord. Now here it will be proper to ob- 
ſerve, that to be in Chriſt, is an Expreſſi- 
on which frequently occurs jn the Writings 
of the New Teſtament, and imports: our 
being united to him by Faith, and becoming 
Members of his Myſtical Body ; our Sub- 
miſſion to him as our Lord and Saviour, and 
our entire Conformity to the Rules and Pre- 
cepts of his holy Religion and according- 
ly, to die in the Lord muſt ſignify, to die 
in the Quality and Condition of a ſincere 
Diſciple and Follower of the Lord, after 
a Life devoted ro his Honour, and ſpent 
in his Service ; to ſuch an one to live is 
Chriſt, and to die is gain: Whether he 
liveth, he liveth to the Lord, and whether 


5 2 ho 


FP Prov. xiv, 32. 7 Rom, viu, 1. J Pf. bexiii 4+ 
and 


8 A Funeral Sermon. 
he dieth, he dieth to the Lord: While he 
lives he is the Object of his Care; and 


when he dies, his Arms are open to receive 


him: He cannot be miſerable in this World, 
nor fail of Happineſs in the other; for the 
Righteous hath hope in his death * ; and 
there is no Condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit f. The good 
Man may take to himſelf Words upon this 
Occaſion, and ſay with holy David,. Pf. xiii. 
He reſtoreth my Soul, he leadeth me in the 
Paths of righteonſneſ? or his Names ſake : 
Tea, tho I walk throthe Valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 
with me ; thy Rod and thy Staff they com- 


fort me. Surely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall. 
follow me all the Des of my Life : And I 


will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for 
ever. Or, as he ſpeaks in another Place: 
Thou ſhalt guide me with thy Counſel, and 
afterward receive me to Glory Fl. If there- 
fore we would be capable of this Privilege of 
dying in the Lord, we mult firſt live to him, 
and walk in all his Commandments and Or- 
dinances blameleſs ; We muſt take him for 
our Guide, and faithfully tread in his Steps: 
We muſt be careful that, whether preſent or 
abſent, we may be accepted of him; and 
then we may poſſeſs our Souls in patience, 


_—_ 
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A Funeral Sermon. 9 
and rejoice in the hope of Glory; for blefſed 
ig that Servant whom his Lord, when he 


cometh, fhall find {6 doing. 


This is the Death which all Men deſire to 
die; but too many will not be at the pains 
of an holy Life to _ themſelves for 
it : they would live all their Lives long 
in the Gratification of their Appetites, and 
the Enjoyment of ſenſual Pleaſures; and 
when theſe fail them, they would be 
taken into the Fayour of God, and die in 
the Embraces of Jeſus. It was thus with 
Balaam, who loved the Wages of unrighte- 
ouſneſs, Let me die the Death of the Righ- 
teous, and let my laſt End be like his &. 
But ſuch have no Part or Lot in this Matter, 
and there remains for em nothing but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of Judgment and 
fiery Indignation, that ſhall conſume them 
as Adverſaries. The Unrighteous ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God : The Promiſe 
of the Life to come is confined to them that 
live godly, righteouſly, and ſoberly in this; 
and they are the rich in good Works, who /zy 
1p in ftore for themſebues a good Foundation 
againſt the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal Life f. How neceſſary 
therefore are the Exerciſes of Piety and 
Virtue in our life-time, in order to a 


and comfortable death ? And how ſhall we 


— 


* Numb, xxiii. 10, 1 Tim. 6, 29. 


de. 
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deceive our ſelves, if we expect to be hap- 
py upon any other Terms? Tis not a few 
1ad Thoughts of Sin, and a few good Pur- 
poſes upon a Death-bed ; tis not a deep 
Sigh, nor a flowing Tear at the laſt Gaſp, 
that will aboliſh our Guilt, and procure us 
an Admiſſion into the heavenly Felicity. 
No; they who live in an habitual Diſobe- 
dience to the divine Laws, and never think 
of the Errors of their Ways till they 'can no 
longer purſue em, do run a moſt _— 
— if they are not under a Neceſſity of 


dy ing in their Sins. And with what confi- 
_ - dence, after this, can they recommend 


their dying Spirits to the Redeemer of Man- 
kind, and rely upon him for Salvation? 
Hear the ſevere but juſt Anſwer he returns 
to ſuch Sinners: I never knew you ; de- 


part from me ye that work Iniquity *. But 


he that walketh uprightly, walketh more 
ſurely: Mark the perfect Man, and behold 
the upright, for the End of that Man is 
Peace f. He knows in whom he hath be- 
lieved, and is perſuaded that he is able to 
keep that which he hath committed to him 
againſt that Day : He can appeal to the 
Searcher and Judge of all Hearts, for the 
Sincerity and Conſtancy of his Obedience, 
and joy fully expect his glorious Appearing ; 
he ſaith with St. Paul, J have fought a 


* Matt, Vil, 23,. ＋ Pfal. xxxvit. 37; 
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ge Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I 


ave kept the Faith ; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall 
give me at that Day *. Bleſſed are the 
Dead which die in the Lord, I proceed 
in the | 


Second place to conſider, Wherein the 


Bleſſedneſs of them that die in the Lora 


doth conſiſt; the Text tells us, They reſt 
From their Labour, and their Works 
do follow them. 


Firſt, They reſt from their Labours. This 
World is the Theatre of Inconſtancy and 
Unhappineſs, the Scenes are ever changing, 
and every new A of Things is big 
with ſome new Labour and Trouble. Tis 
the Obſervation of El/;phaz in the Book of 
Job, that Man is born to Trouble as the 


Sparks fly upward f. And the Pſalmiſt 


tells us, Many are the Afﬀtiittions of the 
Righteous, but the Lord delivereth him 
out of them all fl. They reſt from their 
Labours. Now there are ſome Labours 
and Sufferings which are common to all Men 
while they are in this Valley of Tears, and 
there are others which are the peculiar Lot 


— 


*.3 Tk. 1 2, © + Job v. 7. 41 Pfal. 
of 


xxxiv. 19. 
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of the good Chriſtian: I ſhall a little expli- 


cate this Matter. 
17%, There are ſome Labours and Suffer- 
ings which are common to all Men, while 


they are in this Valley of Tears: We 


no ſooner come into the World but we diſ- 
cover our Uneaſineſs in Cries and Tears, 
and our whole Life after is nothing elſe bur 
a succeſſion of Labour and Sorrow; Deep 
calleth unto Deep, until all the Waves and 
the Billows are gone over us. How many 
Croſſes and Diſappointments attend us even 
in our Childhood, which vex and diſquiet our 
Souls, and make us long for the more ma- 
ture and advanced State of Reaſon and Man- 
hood, wherein we promiſe to our ſelves the 
Enjoyment of Repoſe and Happineſs? But 


when we arrive at this State, we are forc'd 


into.the Cares and Fatigues of Life, and find 
our Uneaſineſſes increas'd upon us; where- 
on we inlarge our Deſires, and fondly 
lace the Scene of our Happineſs at a greater 
Eftance : but after we have gain'd this Point 
too, we are as far from being happy as we 
were before. And thus we go on purſuing 
a flying Shadow, and inherit nothing but 
Diſappointment and Vexation, till the Days 
of Darkneſs overtake us, and we lie down 
in the Duſt, where the weary are at reſt. 
There is no Condition of our Lives that is 
exempt from Cares and Uneaſineſs. Is our 
Condition poor and mean ? what Toil muſt 
we 
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we undergo for a comfortable Subſiſtence? 
We riſe early and fit up late, and deviſe 
Schemes upon our Beds; and perhaps after 
all this Fatigue, are forc'd to eat the Bread 
of Sorrows, and drink our Water with 
Carefulneſs. Others thrive and proſper 
round about us, to the Admiration of the 
Beholders, and almoſt without any Thought 
or Deſign of their own ; whilſt rhe Hand 
of Providence ſeems to be ſet againſt us, 
and we are accounted as its Enemy. We 
wade againſt the Violence of the Stream, 
which mocks our weak Endeavours; and 
do no ſooner extricate our ſelves out of one 
difficulty, but another encounters us. We 
may apply here the Words of Solomon; 
What hath Man of all his Labour, and of 
the Vexation of his Heart wherein he hath 


laboured under the Sun? For all his 


Days are Sorrows, and his Travel Grief ; 
yea, his Heart taketh not reſt in the 
Night *. | 
And ſuppoſing our Hands have gotten 
much, ſhall we find more Eaſe and Con- 
tentment than we did before? No: For 
our Cares increaſe with our Subſtance, and 
the Abundance of the Rich will not ſuffer 
him to ſleep. Riches are very uncertain 
and fading Things; we cannot poſſeſs them 


— 
— 


* Se 33+ 13. 
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without Trouble, and we are in continual 
danger of loſing them; They male to them- 
feldes Wings, and fly away Or, if they 
do not ſpeedily leave us, we ſhall leave 
them; for they cannot deliver us from 


Death, nor can we take any thing of our 
Labour which we may carry away with us. 


Beſides, could we poſſeſs them as long as 
we deſir' d. what good is there to the 
Owners thereof, ſave the beholding of 
them with their Eyes? At beſt they are 
flattering and inſinuating Evils, they ex- 
poſe us to Temptations, and draw us into 
Miſchief; and there is need of uncommon 


Care and Caution, that we may keep our 


ſelves from being entangled and defiled by 


them. 


Or are we advanced to Honours and Di 


nity ? What ſaith the Pſalmiſt? Surely Men 


of high Degree are a Lye : To be laid in 
the Balance they are altogether lighter than 
Vanity * That is, their Greatneſs is no- 


thing but a falſe Appearance, there is no- 


thing ſolid in all their Magnificence and 
Splendor, neither are they without their 
peculiar Cares. Oftentimes they are the 


Envy of the inferior Croud, and by their 
exalted Station become a fairer Mark for 


Obloquy, and are expos d to greater Perils. 


„* 


1 Pfal. lxii. 9. 
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They hang upon the Brink of the Precipice, 
and are not one moment in Security: For. 
Man that is in honour continueth not; 
ſometimes he ſees his Glory paſs away be- 
fore him, and finds himſelf reduc'd from 
his high Pre-eminence and Power, to the 
low Rank of Inferiority and Subjection; 
his mighty Luſtre dwindles into Obſcuri- 
ty, and the Multitude of his Admirers 
know him no more. If not, he is ſure 
to be ſtript of all at the Borders of the 
Grave, and to go out of this World as naked 
as he came into it. 

Nor ſhall we find our ſelves happier in 


the midft of the Comforts and Pleaſures of 


Lite, for even theſe are tempered with ſome 
ſecret Uneaſineſſes, which check and damp 


them; like Roſes they are beſet wit 


Thorns, and wound us in the very Enjoy- 
ment; they are purchas'd at a dear rate, 
and when we have obtain'd them we, re- 
pent of our Bargain. Tis the Confeſſion 
of the Wiſe Man, who had taſted all the 
Pleaſures this World could afford, I fi 
of Laughter, it is mad; and of Mirth, 


hat does it * ? The moſt exquiſite De- 


lights here below are unſatisfy ing in their 
Nature, and ſcarce ever fail to iſſue in Hea- 
vineſs or Remorſe. 


— 


* Fccl, ii. 2. 
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To go one Step farther : We ſhall not 
ſucceed much better if we look for Hap- 
pineſs in Wiſdom and Knowledge; for 
tho Wiſdom is a very excellent and uſe- 
ful Thing, yet conſidering how difficult 
and painful the Reſearches after it uſually 
are, and how ſmall a Portion of it it is 
we can attain to, after our utmoſt La- 
bour and Study, we may ſay with $9/4- 
mon, In much Wiſdom is much Grief; 
and he that increaſeth Knowledge increaſ- 
eth Sorrow *. And ſuppoſe that we un- 


derſtood all Knowledge, were well ac-. 


quainred with the Secrets of Nature and 
the Myſteries of Art, could found the 
Depths of Policy, and recount the Hiſto- 


ries of all Times ; yet how unſatisfactory 


would all this be . to us, wheneyer the me- 
lancholy Thought return'd, That we muſt 
ſoon rerurn to the Earth, and in that ve- 
ry Day our Thoughts periſh ? For as it 

appeneth to the Hool, ſo it happeneth 
even to the Wiſe, and there is no more 


remembrance of the Wiſe than of the Fool 


for ever : Seeing that which now is in 


the Days to come ſhall be forgotten: and 
how dieth the wiſe Man? as the Fool f. 
This alſo is Vanity, and Vexation of 
Spirit. | 


Foo = — * 


F Eccl. i. 18. Ecel. ii. 15, 16. 
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But beſides all theſe, there are a thou- 
ſand other Evils that combine to give 
us diſturbance, and imbitter the preſent 
Life. How often are we tortured with 
Pains, and conſumed with Diſeaſes? The 
Sorrows of Death compaſs us about, and 
the Pains of Hell get hold upon us; we 
water our Couch with Tears, and all the 
Night long our Bed is made to ſwim; 
we are bowed down greatly, and go 
mourning all the Day long. Sometimes 
we fall into the Hands of an oppreſſing 
Enemy, and ſometimes our Kinsfolk fail 
us, and our familiar Friends are eſtranged 
from us; ſometimes we have the Unhap- 
pineſs to be perſecuted with Invectives and 
Reproaches, our deareſt Treaſure is tram- 
pled under Foot, and perhaps our only 
Glory, as well as our greateſt, turned in- 
to Shame : And ſometimes we are afflic- 


ted with the Loſs of our deareſt Friends 


and neareſt Relatives ; Lover and Friend 
are removed far from us, and our Ac- 


1 into darkneſs, and we are leſt 


eſolate as the Pelican in the Deſart; and 
oftentimes we adopt the Afflictions and 
Diſtreſſes of others, weeping with them that 
weep, and mourning with them that mourn; 


and thus are pierced thro with many fo- 


reign Sorrows. 


24ly, 
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24%, There are other Labours which 
are peculiar to the good Chriſtian, He 
treads on Snares, and is ſurrounded with 
alluring and powerful Temptations ; he 
wreſtles with Fleſh and Blood, and en- 
dures the Contradiction of Sinners; he 
maintains a continual War with inviſible 
Foes, ever watchful to deceive, and migh- 7 
ty to deſtroy. He laments the Weak- 4 
neſs of the Fleſh, and ſometimes the Un- L 
willingneſs of the Spirit ; he complains of 
the Deceitfulneſs of his Heart, and the Law 
in his Members, which warreth againſt 
th the Law that is in his Mind, and ſtriveth 
to bring him into Captivity to the Law 
of Sin and Death : ſo that when he would 
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1 do Good, Evil is preſent with him. Ilft 
1 i - . 1 
ba is his deſire to ſerve the Law of God, 
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_ after the zzward Man; but when he ets 
about it, he finds his Heart dull and 
heavy, or the Cares of the World break- 
ing in upon him, which corrupt his good 
Performances, as well as rob him of the 
Comfort of them. He frequently tries to 
| aſcend above the World, and enjoy Com- 
| munion with God ; but, alas, his Corrup- 
| tions ſtill cleave to him, and clog his aſpi- 
| ring Motions ; and for this he mourns in 
My ſecret, and is exceedingly troubled ; he cries 
out with St. Paul, O wretched Man that 
in T am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body 
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F this Death! And who can expreſs 


the Diſquietneſs of his Spirit, when he 


remembers his many Tranſgrefſions, or 
number the Tears he ſheds upon this ac- 
count 2. Mine Iniquities are increaſed over 
my Head, as an heavy Burden ; they are 


too heavy for me ; he weepeth ſore in the 


Night, and poureth out Rivers of Water ; 
he is aſham'd to lift up his Face towards 
Heaven; he abhorreth himſelf, and re- 


pents in Duſt and Aſhes. And ſometimes 


e imagineth he is the chief of Sinners, 
and is ready to conclude that God hath 
utterly forſaken him ; which gives him oc- 
caſion to expoſtulate in the Words of 
David, Why caſteſt thou offf my Soul, O 
God ? Why hideſt thou thy Face from 
me? Will the Lord caſt off for ever? 


Aud will he be favourable no more? Is 


his Mercy clean gone? And doth his 
Faithfulneſs fail for evermore  O re- 


ſtore unto me the Joy of thy Salvation, 


and uphold me with thy free Spirit f. 

Nor are the Sins of other Men a {mall 
Addition to his trouble, he laments them 
as he laments his own. I beheld the Tranſ- 


greſſors, and was grieved ; becauſe they 
kept not thy Word. Wo 1s me, that I 


— 


* Rom. vii, 24. 17 Pſal. Ixxyii, 7. Pfal, Ixxxyiii, 10. 
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ſojourn in Meſech; Wo is me, that I 
_ mn the midſt of a People of unclean 

Is. | wh 

Theſe and the like Evils are our Com- 
panions in this Life; in the other they 
all ceaſe. There the Wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and the Priſoners reſt together, 
they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſlor ; 
the Graye burys all our Leann, and 
filences our Complaints. There ſhall be 
no more death, neither ſorrow nor cry- 
ing, neither ſhall there be any more pain ; 
for the former Things are pals'd away, 
and God ſhall wipe away all Tears from 
our Eyes. Now he that duly conſiders 
theſe Things, will find, that it is no {mall 
part of the good: Chriſtian's . 


to reſt from the Labours and Sufferings 
of this Life: They reſt from their La- 


boillr s. 


 2dly, Their Works do follow them; by 


which may be meant both their Works 


themſelves, and the Reward of them. 


T//, Their Works themſelves do follow 
them; that is to ſay, their good Works, 
not their evil: for their Tranigreſſions be- 
ing forgiven, and their Sins cover'd here 
below, the Lord imputeth no more Ini- 
quity unto em; all their Errors and Mil- 
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carriages are buried in everlaſting oblivion, 
never to appear more, either in the View 
of themſelves or others. Indeed 'tis the 
Opinion of ſome, that they will all be 
brought upon the Stage in the Laſt Day ; 
and if they ſhould, they will but admi- 
niſter Occaſion ro magnify the Mercy of 
God in forgiving them. Tis true, the 
Sins of the Wicked follow them with all 
their Aggravations, and in all their De- 
formity ; and never ceaſe to torment them 
with the moſt ſtinging Reflections. But 
with the Righteous it is not ſo : When 
they die, their Sins die with them; but 
their good Works accompany them into 
the other World. There they appear be- 
fore the Throne of God, not with the 
many Imperfections which attended the 
Performance of 'em here; for theſe be- 


ing done away in the Blood of the Lamb, 


they are cloth d with unſpotted Bright- 
neſs and unfading Beauty. There they 
give evident Teſtimony to our Fidelity 
and good Conduct, and yield us unſpeak- 
able Satisfaction in the Review. It is 
Matter of Joy to us now, to find we 
have ſincerely obey'd the divine Will, 
tho in an imperfe&t and broken manner: 
But how will the Pleaſure increaſe, when 
we ſhall behold our Works without Spot 
or Blemiſh, or any ſuch thing, perfect 

D | and 


22 A Funeral Sermon. 


and unreproveable in the Sight of God! 
But this muſt not be underſtood, as it 
our good Works did follow us, to merit 
any thing from God for us. No : Our | 
Goodneſs extendeth not unto him; he ; 
is the immenſe Being, and we are Duſt 
and Aſhes. He is our Sovereign Lord, 

and has an indiſputable Right ro our Ser- ] 
vices; they are due to him antecedent- 5 
| ly to the Command, and become reward- 
| able only by virtue of his moſt gracious 
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Promiſe. Hence we are taught by our 
Bleſſed Saviour, After ye have done all 
things that are commanded you, ſay, We 
are unprofitable Servants, we have done 
| no more than it was our Duty to do“. 

0 There is alſo another Senſe in which 
| our Works may be laid to follow ws, 
| and that is, as they arc to become our 
Imployment in Heaven to all Eternity. We 
ceale here, in order to begin again there ; 
but with this happy difference, that what 
we perform with Labour and Weakneſs 
here, we ſhall perform above in Power 
and Perfection, and with the fame glo- 
rious eale wherewith the Sun diſpenſes 
the Rays of Light; for when that which 
is perfect is come, then that which is 


in part ſhall be done away. We ſhall 
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be ſwift and unweary'd, as the Angels of 
God, in doing his Pleaſure. The Work 
of the Saints above and thoſe below, dit- 
fers only in this: theirs is refined from all 
Alloy, and exalted beyond the reach or 
fear of Interruption ; and ours is mixt 
with the Fleſh, and encounters with in- 
numerable Lets and Encumbrances : fo that 
we ſhall not be altogether Strangers to 
the exalted Exerciſes of Heaven, when we 
arrive there, for our Works ſhall follow 
us. And their Works do follow them. 
2dly, The Reward of their Works doth 
alſo follow them: Now this, Eye hath not 


ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath it 


entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
cerve ; it is known only to them who 
enjoy it. We may as caſily paint the 


Sun in its Meridian Brightneſs, as fully 


{ct forth the Bleſſedneſs which God hath 
prepared for them that love him: And 
the Holy Scriptures ſeem to want Ex- 
preſſions whereby to repreſent it to us; 
it is call'd, the fulneſs of Joy, the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light, incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away ; a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, 
and a Crown of Glory; nay, an exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory, Weare told 
we ſhall enter into the New Veruſalem, 
that pure and holy City, which hath no 

| 1 need 
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need of the Sun or the Moon to ſhine. 


in it; for the Glory of God and the 
Lamb eniighten it. There we ſhall be 
admitted into the Preſence of the Supreme 
Being, the Fountain of all Felicity, to be- 
hold his Face and enjoy his Love. Now 
we /ee thro a Glaſs darkly, but then we 
ſhall fee him Face to Face, and be tranſ- 
form'd into his Likeneſs. He will mani- 
feſt himſelf to us, and make us full of 
Joy with his Countenance : He will ſhed 
abroad his Love in our Hearts, and take 
us into his immediate Embrace; and we 
ſthall repoſe our Souls on him as the 
Center of our Deſires, and the worthieſt 
Object of our pure and intenſe Aﬀec- 
tions. 

There we ſhall behold our glorify'd Re- 
deemer advanced at the right Hand of the 
Father, above all Principalities and Powers; 
and ſhall fit down with him on his Throne, 
and partake of his Glory : and then ſhall 
that Prayer of his be fulfill'd. Father, I 


will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 


me, be with me where I am, that they may 


behold my Glory, which thou haſt given 


me f. 
There alſo we ſhall meet with an innu— 
merable Company of holy Angels, and 


＋ John xvii, 24. 
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with the General Aſſembly and Church of 
the Firſt-born, and the Spirits of Fauſt - 
Men made perfect. We ſhall acknow- 
ledge the kind Offices of our Guardian- 
Angels, . and thoſe good Spirits will re- 


joice at our fafe arrival amongſt them; 


and the Saints with whom we converſed 
here on Earth with Delight, will raviſh 
us with their Society. in Heaven. We 
ſhall mutually congratulate each other, and 
communicate our Joys and _—_ 
We arc told too, that we ſhall know 
even as we are known. Here we know 
but in part, and our Ideas and Concep- 
tions of Things are mixt with Obſcurity ; 
but then divine Truths ſhall appear to us 
in their unveil'd and naked beauty, and 
our Knowledge be complete and fatisfy- 
ing; then we ſhall comprehend the ſub- 
lime Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and diſcoyer the excellent Treaſures 
of divine Wiſdom. Then we ſhall be ler 
into the Secrets of God's Counſels, and 
joy fully contemplate the Harmony of his 
Attributes in the wonderful Contrivance 
of our Redemption. Then too, we ſhall 
behold the admirable Beauty of his Holi- 
neſs, and deſcry the exceeding Height 
and Depth of his Love. The Divine Eſ- 
ſence indeed will ſtill remain an unfathom- 
able Depth to us; for who by ſearching 
| can 
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can find out God? Who can find out 
the Almighty to Perfection? Such Know- 
ledge is too wonderful for us; it is high, 
we cannot attain to it. However, this 
will be ſo far from diminiſhing our Hap- 
pineſs, that it will increaſe our Joy and 
Admiration. We ſhall love him for his in- 
finite Excellence, and adore him for his 
incomprehenſible Majeſty. 

We are told farther, that our Bodies 
ſhall be raiſed out of the Duſt, and in- 
ſpired with immortal Life. They ſhall 
become ſpiritual, and ſubſervient to the 
molt rapturous Exerciſes of our glorify'd 
Spirits; they ſhall ſhine as the Light, nor 
be leſs quick in rheir Motions : they ſhall 
be faſhioned like unto Chriſt's glorious 
Body; for as in Adam all die, even {6 
zu Chriſt ſhall all be made alive : and 
as we have born the Image of the earth- 
ty, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the 
heavenly ; for this Corruptible muſt put 
on Iucorruption, and this Mortal muſt 

at on Immortality. do when this Cor- 
ruptible ſhall have put on Incorruption, 
and this Mortal ſhall have put on Im- 
mortality, then ſhall be brought to paſs 
the Saying that is written, Death ts 
8 * up in Victory. O Death, 


where ts thy Sting ? O Grave, where 
20 thy Victory? The Sting of Death is 
| Hin, 
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Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin is the Law: 


but thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
Vittory through our Lord eſis Chriſt *, 
This then is the Bleſſedneſs of them 
that die in the Lord; and which I have 
good Reaſon to believe my deceaſed Pa- 
rent is now enjoying. The Nearneſs of 
the Relation there was between us, for- 
bids me to enlarge upon her Character; 
but my Duty obligeth me to ſay ſome- 


She was inclin'd to Religion from her 
Youth, and ſpent almoſt her whole Life 
in the Service of God, and of her Fa- 
mily : She made conſcience of diſcharg- 


Ing the Duties of the ſeveral Relations 


wherein ſhe ſtood ; and nothing griev'd 
her more, than when ſhe had faild in 
any particular, She was a faithful Wife, 
a tender Parent, and a kind Friend ; and 
when ſhe lay upon her Death-bed, ſhe 
could look back with Comfort upon her 
paſt Life : She declared to thoſe that were 
about her, that ſhe was conſcious ſhe 
had ſincerely endeavoured to pleaſe God: 
the was ſenfible, indeed, of many De- 
fects and Imperfections in her Life ; but 


ſhe ſaid, with St. Paul, It is not I that 
do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. She 


* 1 Cor. xv. 49, &c. b 
bore 
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bore her Illneſs with Chriſtian Patience, 
and an entire Reſignation to the Will of 
God. She had no Feat of Death ; and 
left the World without Reluctance; for 
ſhe ſaid the. had done with it, and cared 
for nothing in it. Her Family the com- 
mitted to God; and hoped they would. 
not depart from him: and the laſt Sen- 
rence which the was capable of uttering, 
was a ſhort Prayer, wherein ſhe recom- 
mended herſelf ro the Mercy of her hea- 
venly Father. And ſoon after that, ſhe 
reſted from her Labours, and her Works 
do follow her. 

I haſten to ſhew in the 


Third Place, When it is that this 
Bleſſedneſs is to Commence. 


From henceforth, faith the Text ; that 
is, immediately after Death. There is a 
Variety of Opinions - among — 
about the meaning of the original Word, 
which is here tranſlated from henceforth. 
Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth; that is, accord- 
ing to ſome, who die before that great 
and ſevere Perſecution comes, ſpoken of 
in the preceding Part of the Chapter. So 
Solomon ſpeaks, I praiſed the Dead which 
are already dead, more than the Livin 5 
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which are yet alive*. And ſo T[/aah, 
The Righteous is taken away from the 
Evil to come f. But this falls all to the 
Ground, when we conſider that the Text 
is brought in as a Conlolation to them 
who were to be concern'd in that fiery 
Trial. | 

Others tranſlate the Word, from this 
time forward, or from the writing of this 
Viſion ; which can hardly be admitted, 
becauſe it ſeemeth to exclude from Blel- 
ſedneſs all who died in the Lord before. 

And there is one Author *, who with- 
out any Reaſon, except it be to ſupport 
an Hypotheſis of the Romiſh Church, re- 
fers from henceforth to the Day of Judg- 
ment. 

But the moſt natural, and therefore the 
moſt probable Meaning of the Word, is 
that which I laid down at my entrance 
upon this Head; namely, immediateſy af- 
ter Death. As ſoon as the good Man 
hath ſhaken off this Body, which detains 
him here, he taketh his Flight unto God 
his Creator, and remains in a State f 
Happineſs. That which puts an 2805 
his Labours, gives beginning to his Hap- 
pineſs; for to him, Death is nothing elſe 
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but a quick Paſſaze from Earth to Hea- 


ven. The good Angels who attend the 


dying Saint, watch the Moment of his 
Departure, and preſently conduct him to 
Paradiſe. It is therefore a Miſtake of ſome 
Men, to imagine, that the Soul remains in 
a State of Slumber and Inſenſibility with 
the Body, till the laſt Trump ſhall ſound, 
and awaken both together: for the Text 
pronounces them immediately bleſſed, who 
die in the Lord. And this is the Voice 
likewiſe of many other Paſſages in the 
Holy Scriptures. In the Parable, our 
Lord tells us, that when Lazarus died, 
he was convey'd by the Angels into Abra- 
ham's Bolom *. And when the Thief was 
expiring upon the Croſs, he promiſeth him, 
this Day ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 
diſef And St. Paul was confident of his 
being preſent with the Lord, as ſoon as 
ever he ſhould be abſent from the Body þ : 
and hence, in another place, he prefers 


his Departure to a longer Continuance in 


this Lite ; having a deſire to depart and 
be with Chriſt, which is far better **._ 
Nor is the Church of Rome leis miſ- 
taken in her Doctrine of Purgatory, which 
is a middle State of Fire of her own In- 


— 


Luke xvi. 22. { Chap. xxiii. 437 42 Cor. v. 8. 
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vention, for the Purgation of departed 
Souls, before they can be admitted into 


Heaven: which having ſo little Founda- 


tion, either in Scripture, or in Reaſon and 
common Senſe; I ſhall not ſtay to confute 
it, but proceed to the laſt Part of my Dil- 


courſe, which is, 


Fourthly, To make ſome Inferences 
from what hath been faid upon this 


SubjeR. - And. 


Firſt, 1f they are happy who die in 
the Lord, in that they reſt from their La- 
bours, and their Works do follow them; 
then this Conſideration may ſerve to ſup- 
port us under all the Evils and Sufferings 
of the preſent State: For tho theſe things 
may render our Lives uncomfortable, yet 
it is not in their Power to make our Death 
unhappy ; becauſe we ſhall leave them all 
behind us, when we enter into the other 
World. Are we poor and deſpis'd, and 
perſecuted, and tempted ; do Pains and 
Diſeaſes, Diſappointments and Loſſes attend 
us ? it is good that a Man ſhould both hope 


and quictly wait for the Salvation of God. 


The happy Hour is coming, every flying 
Moment brings it nearer, which ſhall put 
an everlaſting Period to all our Sorrows ; 


and then we ſhall enter into Pcace and 
E 2 Reſt 
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Reſt in our Beds, every one walking in 
his uprightnels. And why ſhould we com- 
plain of our. Sufferings, when they are ſo 
loon to have an end, and ſuch Glory is to 
follow them? Wherefore, let us be ſober, 
and hope unto the End for the Grace that 
ſhall be brought unto us, at the Revelation 
of our Lord and Saviour. 


Secondly, From what hath been ſaid, 
we may obſerve how little Reaſon a good 
Man hath to be afraid of Death. Death, 
indeed, is terrible to human Nature : 
Biladad, in the Book of Job, calls it 
the King of Terrors. We ſhrink back, 
and become pale at its Approach : And 
even the beſt of Men have encounter'd 
this Enemy with trembling : though the 


know, there is no Man that hath Power 


over the Spirit to retain the Spirit, and 
there is no Diſcharge in that War; yet 
they deſire to decline the Conflict. St. 
Paul. who had been caught up to the 
third Heaven, and had ſeen the Glory of 
the inviſible World, doth yet tell us, we 
that are in this Tabernacle do groan, be- 
zag burdened, not that we would be un- 
clthed, but clothed upon; that Mortality 
might be ſwallow'a up of Life. And 
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our bleſſed Lord himſelf was in an Agony 
when his hour was near; and pray'd, O 
my Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup 


paſs from me f. But tho Death may affright 


us, yet it cannot do us any real harm; 
its Sting is, taken away by the Death 
of Chriſt; and it is become a diſarmed 
Enemy, or rather, a reconcil'd Friend. 
What if Death deprives us of all the 
Comforts and Enjoyments of Life? What 
if it taketh us away from our Wealth, 


and our Honours, and our Friends ? Are 


there not better Things prepar'd for us. 
in Heaven, a more enduring Subſtance, an 
immortal Crown of Glory, and ſuch en- 
dearing Converſation with glorifty'd Spi- 
rits, as ſhall abundantly compenſate for 
the Ahſence of our earthly Friends? And 
what if Death doth ſeparate our Souls 
from our Bodics, ſhall they not be united 
again never to part more? Know we not 
that if our earthly Houſe of this Taber- 
nacle were difſoly'd, we have a Building 
of God, a Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens? and that while 
we are at home in the Body, we are 
abſent from the Lord; and that it is 
Death that conveys us into his Preſence ? 


Matt. xxvi. 39. 


Why 
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Why then ſhould we be afraid of that, 

which is an inlet to ſo great a Happi- 

nels ? It is diſhonourable to our great 

Captain, either to relinquiſh the Combat, 

or to faint in the Engagement; for the 4 
Difficulty is already paſt, and we have 7 
little more to do, than to triumph with 
him. Let Nature then ſubmit to the Do- 
minion of Grace; let us ſeek Strength 
and Support from above ; let us diſengage 
our Thoughts from the Vanities of the 
World, and often meditate upon the un- 
ſeen Glories of the future Life; and this # 
will moderate our Fears, and render Death 3 
deſirable. : 


z34ly, Another Uſe which we may 
make of this Subject, is, to moderate our 
Grief for the Loſs of our pious Friends, 
who reſt from their Labours, and whoſe 
Works follow them. We may indeed be 
ſenſible of our Affliction, and pay the 
Tribute of Sorrow which we owe to the 
dear Memory of our departed Friends : 
But what we are to guard againſt is Sor- 
rowing, even as others which have no 
Hope; for if we believe that Jeſus died, 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 


fleep in Je ſus will God bring with him“. 
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'Tis true, their longer Continuance here 
might have been ſerviceable and delight- 
ful to us ; but ſeeing their Work is 
finiſh'd, and God hath called them home 
to receive their Reward, what Folly is it 
to give way to the Violence of our Pal: 
ſion upon this account, and with Jacob 
to reſuſe to be comforted, and reſolve to 
go mourning to our Graves] This is both 
unmanly and unchriſtian, it argues a weak 
Faith in the Promiſes of God, and ſhews 
our unkindneſs to our deceaſed Friends 
for if we loved them, and believed they 
were happy, we ſhould be ſo far from 
deſiring their Return, that we ſhould give 
all diligence to prepare our ſelves to fol- 
low them. 


To conclude. 


4thly, Let us be Followers of them who 
thro Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes. This is the Command of the Go- 
ſpel, and to this Intent it is, that we haye 
1 many Examples of Piety and Virtue 
left us on Record. The 11th Chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrew is full of 
them: They who ſhine as Lights in the 
World, ought not to be forgotten when 
they have leſt it. The Saints, tho dead, 
do yet ſpeak to us by their holy Ex- 
amples; 
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amples ; and we muſt walk even as they 
walk'd, if we expect to be happy with 
them. | 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant 
for the Sake of his only Son 25 


Chriſt our Lord, to whom be Glory 
for ever and ever. 
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